
APPENDIX B – Provincial Policy and Growth Plan Excerpts 
 

Provincial Policy Statement  
 
The Provincial Policy Statement (2014) (‘PPS’) is intended to promote a policy led 
system, which recognizes that there are complex relationships among environmental, 
economic and social factors in land use planning. The PPS encourages the wise 
management of land to achieve efficient development and land use patterns by directing 
growth to settlement areas and by promoting a compact development form. 
 
The subject lands are located within a settlement area, which are to be the focus of 
growth and development (policy 1.1.3.1). The land use patterns within the settlement 
are based on densities and a mix of land uses that, among other matters, efficiently use 
land and resources, appropriately use the infrastructure and public service facilities that 
are planned or available and are transit supportive. 
 
Part V: Policies  
 
Section 1.1 – Managing and Directing Land Use to Achieve Efficient and Resilient 

Development and Land Use Patterns 
 
1.1.1 – Healthy, liveable and safe communities are sustained by: 
 

a) promoting efficient development and land use patterns which sustain the 
financial well-being of the Province and municipalities over the long term; 

b) accommodating an appropriate range and mix of residential (including 
second units, affordable housing and housing for older persons), 
employment (including industrial and commercial), institutional (including 
places of worship, cemeteries and long-term care homes), recreation, park 
and open space, and other uses to meet long-term needs; 

c) avoiding development and land use patterns which may cause 
environmental or public health and safety concerns; 

d) avoiding development and land use patterns that would prevent the 
efficient expansion of settlement areas in those areas which are adjacent 
or close to settlement areas; 

e) promoting cost-effective development patterns and standards to minimize 
land consumption and servicing costs; 

f) improving accessibility for persons with disabilities and older persons by 
identifying, preventing and removing land use barriers which restrict their 
full participation in society; 

g) ensuring that necessary infrastructure, electricity generation facilities and 
transmission and distribution systems, and public service facilities are or 
will be available to meet current and projected needs; and 

h) promoting development and land use patterns that conserve biodiversity 
and consider the impacts of a changing climate. 

 
 1.1.3 – Settlement Areas 
 



1.1.3.2 – Land use patterns within settlement areas shall be based on: 
 

a) densities and a mix of land uses which; 
1. efficiently use land and resources;  
2. are appropriate for, and efficiently use, the infrastructure and public 

service facilities which are planned or available, and avoid the need 
for unjustified and/or uneconomical expansion; 

3. minimize negative impacts to air quality and climate change, and 
promote energy efficiency;  

4. support active transportation; 
5. are transit-supportive, where transit is planned, exists or may be 

developed; and 
6. are freight-supportive; and  

b) a range of uses and opportunities for intensification and redevelopment in 
accordance with the criteria in policy 1.1.3.3, where this can be 
accommodated. 

 
b) accommodating an appropriate range and mix of residential (i 

 
1.1.3.3  Planning authorities shall identify appropriate locations and promote 

opportunities for intensification and redevelopment where this can be 
accommodated taking into account existing building stock or areas, 
including brownfield sites, and the availability of suitable existing or 
planned infrastructure and public service facilities required to accommodate 
projected needs. 
  

Intensification and redevelopment shall be directed in accordance with the 
policies of Section 2:  Wise Use and Management of Resources and Section 3:  
Protecting Public Health and Safety. 

  
1.1.3.4   Appropriate development standards should be promoted which 

facilitate intensification, redevelopment and compact form, while avoiding or 
mitigating risks to public health and safety. 

 
Section 1.6 – Infrastructure and Public Service Facilities 
 
1.6.1   Infrastructure, electricity generation facilities and transmission and 

distribution systems, and public service facilities shall be provided in a 
coordinated, efficient and cost-effective manner that considers impacts from 
climate change while accommodating projected needs. 

 
Planning for infrastructure, electricity generation facilities and transmission 
and distribution systems, and public service facilities shall be coordinated 
and integrated with land use planning so that they are: 

 
a) financially viable over their life cycle, which may be 

demonstrated through asset management planning; and 
b) available to meet current and projected needs. 



 
1.6.3   Before consideration is given to developing new infrastructure and public 

service facilities: 
 

a) the use of existing infrastructure and public service facilities 
should be optimized; and 

b) opportunities for adaptive re-use should be considered, 
wherever feasible. 

 
1.6.4 Infrastructure and public service facilities should be strategically located to 

support the effective and efficient delivery of emergency management 
services. 

 
1.6.5 Public service facilities should be co-located in community hubs, where 

appropriate, to promote cost-effectiveness and facilitate service 
integration, access to transit and active transportation. 

 
Growth Plan (2019) 
 
The Growth Plan is a long-term plan that intends to manage growth, build complete 
communities, curb sprawl and protect cultural heritage resources and the natural 
environment. 
 
The Growth Plan provides policies for where and how to grow, directing population and 
employment growth to urban areas and rural settlement areas with delineated built 
boundaries on full municipal services (policy 2.2.1). The subject lands are located within 
a “Built-Up Area.” 
 
Section 2.2 – Policies for Where and How to Grow 
 
2.2.1 – Managing Growth 
 
2.2.1.4  Applying the policies of this plan will support the achievement of complete 

communities that: 
 

a) feature a diverse mix of land uses, including residential and employment 
uses, and convenient access to local stores, services, and public service 
facilities; 

d) expand convenient access to: 
i. a range of transportation options, including options for the safe, 

comfortable and convenient use of active transportation; 
ii. public service facilities, co-located and integrated in community hubs; 
iii. an appropriate supply of safe, publicly-accessible open spaces, parks, 

trails, and other recreational facilities; and 
iv. healthy, local, and affordable food options, including through urban 

agriculture; 
 



e) ensure the development of high quality compact built form, an attractive 
and vibrant public realm, including public open spaces, through site design 
and urban design standards; 

f) mitigate and adapt to climate change impacts, build resilience, reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, and contribute towards the achievement 
of low-carbon communities; and 

g) integrate green infrastructure and low impact development. 
 

2.2.2.3 – Delineated Built-up Areas 
 

All municipalities will develop a strategy to achieve the minimum intensification 
target and intensification throughout delineated built-up areas, which will: 
 
a) encourage intensification generally to achieve the desired urban structure; 
b) identify the appropriate type and scale of development and transition of 

built form to adjacent areas; 
c) identify strategic growth areas to support achievement of the 

intensification target and recognize them as a key focus for development; 
d) ensure lands are zoned and development is designed in a manner that 

supports the achievement of complete communities; 
e) prioritize planning and investment in infrastructure and public service 

facilities that will support intensification; and 
f) be implemented through official plan policies and designations, updated 

zoning and other supporting documents. 
 
2.2.2 – Urban Growth Centres 

    
   1.  Urban Growth Centres will be planned: 

 
a)   As focal areas for investment in regional public service facilities, as well as 

commercial, recreational, cultural and entertainment uses; 
b) to accommodate and support the transit network at the regional scale and 

provide connection points for inter-and intra-regional transit; 
c) to serve as high density major employment centres that will attract 

provincially, nationally or internationally significant employment uses; and  
d) to accommodate significant population and employment growth. 

 
2.   Urban growth centres will be planned to achieve, by 2031 or earlier, a           
minimum density target of 200 residents and jobs combined per hectare. 

 
 
Section 3 – Policies for Infrastructure to Support Growth 
 
3.2.1 – Integrated Planning 
 

1. Infrastructure planning, land use planning and infrastructure investment will be 
co-ordinated to implement this Plan. 



2. Planning for new or expanded infrastructure will occur in an integrated manner, 
including evaluations of long-range scenario-based land use planning, 
environmental and financial planning, and will be supported by relevant studies 
and should involve: 

 a) leveraging infrastructure investment to direct growth and development in    
accordance with the policies and schedules of this Plan, including the 
achievement of the minimum intensification and density targets in this Plan; 

 b)  providing sufficient infrastructure capacity in strategic growth areas; 

 c)  identifying the full life cycle of infrastructure and developing options to pay 
for these costs over the long-term; and  

 d)  considering the impacts of a changing climate. 

3. Infrastructure investment and other implementation tools and mechanisms will 
be used to facilitate intensification and higher density development in strategic 
growth areas.  Priority will be given to infrastructure investments made by the 
Province that support the policies and schedules of this Plan.   

5. The Province will work with public sector partners, including Metrolinx, to 
identify strategic infrastructure needs to support the implementation of this Plan 
through multi-year infrastructure planning for the transportation system and 
public service facilities.   


