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7.2 COMMUNITY VISION

7.2.1 PURPOSE 

The community vision and objectives on which the Secondary Plan is based were 
developed when the North Oakville East lands were designated as “Urban Special Study 
Area”. They have been modified to reflect the results of the Secondary Plan process and 
are outlined in the following sections.  

The community vision and objectives represent expressions of general intent and are not 
to be interpreted as direct statements of planning policy, rather they form a basis for the 
policies contained in the Secondary Plan.  In particular, it is not proposed that they be 
applied directly in the evaluation of any development or redevelopment proposal. 

7.2.2 VISION 

North Oakville’s development as an urban community shall reflect Oakville’s distinct 
historical roots and small-town heritage and Trafalgar Township’s village rural heritage, 
with nodal development, prestige industry, and green linkages continuing to define 
Oakville’s unique landscape.   

North Oakville should also be forward-looking. It should be a model of smart growth and 
social diversity.  It should enhance the Town’s reputation for excellence and its capacity 
to link the past, present and future. 

The design of North Oakville East will generally reflect the “Transect”1, a system of 
classification of human habitats from the most rural which is reflected in the natural 
heritage and open space system, to the most urban conditions, which is reflected in 
urban core areas.  The goal of the transect-based system is to make it possible for North 
Oakville East to sustain a complete palette of neighbourhoods and employment 
opportunities. 

In keeping with the Transect, North Oakville East is planned as a compact, pedestrian-
oriented, urban community containing a broad range of housing opportunities ranging 
from executive housing on large lots to high rise apartment units.   

The character and pattern of the community will be significantly influenced by a planned 
natural heritage and open space system.  This natural heritage and open space system 
is designed to protect the natural environment, provide a balance between active and 
passive recreation needs and contribute to the quality of life in North Oakville and the 
Town as a whole.  A key component of the system will be the provision of an opportunity 
for residents and employees to use an extensive open space trail system. 

The natural heritage and open space system helps to create definable neighbourhoods.  
These neighbourhoods will be known for their walkable streets and their central nodes, 
which will include civic uses such as a transit stop and mail services, and may include a 
few small shops and services.  These nodes will be popular neighbourhood meeting 

1 The Transect was developed by the firm of Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company. 
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places and will generally be located within a five minute walk of the entire 
neighbourhood. 

The community will be well served by an interconnected transit network which will 
provide residents and employees opportunities for an attractive alternative travel mode 
within North Oakville, and connections to the rest of the Town, as well as transit facilities 
which serve the Region and the Greater Golden Horseshoe.  

A business park located along Highway 407 provides a range of employment 
opportunities to residents of Oakville including prestige employment and office 
development at Trafalgar Road.  The jobs available in the North Oakville East 
Secondary Plan Area, in combination with those jobs in the North Oakville West 
Secondary Plan Area, help to create a live-work community. 

7.2.3 GENERAL DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES  

The following general development objectives will guide the future urban development of 
the Planning Area.

7.2.3.1  Environment and Open Space 

a) To establish as a first priority of the Town, a natural heritage and open space 
system, within the context of an urban setting, the majority of which is in public 
ownership.

b) To create a sustainable natural heritage and open space system which provides 
a balance between active and passive recreational needs and links to the 
existing open space system within the Town.  

c) To identify, protect and preserve natural heritage features within the natural 
heritage component of the natural heritage and open space system and ensure 
that their use respects their functional role as natural areas within the ecosystem. 

d) To incorporate measures intended to achieve the goals of environmental 
protection and enhancement including energy conservation, greenhouse gas 
reduction, and increased utilization of public transit.  

e) To preserve and protect ESA’s, ANSI’s, provincially significant wetlands and 
significant woodlands which form the core of the natural heritage component of 
the natural heritage and open space system, together with required buffers and 
adjacent lands intended to protect the function of those features and ensure the 
long term sustainability of the natural heritage component of the system within 
the urban context. 

7.2.3.2  Residential

a)  To create residential communities which complement the existing built form 
elements that are intended to remain within the community, and incorporate the 
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best community planning and urban design practices available while protecting, 
enhancing and integrating the area’s natural heritage component of the natural 
heritage and open space system. 

b) To establish overall development densities that equal or exceed the density 
established by the Halton Urban Structure Plan and which are commensurate 
with the type and frequency of transit service planned for the area. 

c)  To reflect the land use objectives as set out within the Halton Urban Structure 
Plan (April 1994).

d) To minimize travel time, traffic, greenhouse gases, servicing costs and energy 
costs through a variety of mechanisms, and particularly by providing an efficient 
land use arrangement and a mix of housing forms and tenures. 

e) To encourage a closer relationship between the workplace and home through 
land use planning decisions.  

f) To create varied and distinguishable residential neighbourhoods which provide a 
strong, identifiable sense of place for the residents. 

g) To provide for a variety of residential densities and unit types throughout the 
planning area, responding to the varied needs of the future population, while 
directing the highest densities and intensity of use to the Trafalgar Road Corridor 
in support of a broad range of services including high frequency transit, 
shopping, personal services and community facilities. 

7.2.3.3  Employment 

a)  To create employment districts which provide for a range of employment 
opportunities with access to major freeways, arterial road and transit systems. 

b)  To create a range of employment opportunities in residential, commercial, mixed 
use and employment areas. 

c)  To encourage a range of employment uses to promote a live/work relationship.  

d)  To reflect the strategic land use objectives as set out within the Halton Urban 
Structure Plan (April, 1994) especially regarding high quality, prestigious 
employment type uses along the Provincial Freeways. 

e)  To create employment districts which complement and integrate the existing built 
form elements that are intended to remain within the community, and incorporate 
the best community planning and urban design practices available while 
integrating the area’s natural heritage component of the natural heritage and 
open space system. 
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f) To minimize travel time, traffic, greenhouse gases, servicing costs and energy 
costs through a variety of mechanisms, and particularly by providing an efficient 
land use arrangement with a mix of employment uses and tenures in close 
relationship to residential areas. 

g)  To plan for and promote higher order employment densities at appropriate 
locations that maximize employment opportunities, particularly on the Trafalgar 
Road corridor and other areas where higher order/frequent transit service is 
planned.

7.2.3.4  Urban Design 

a) To provide integrated community design that coordinates land use, the natural 
heritage and open space system, the street network and built form to reinforce 
the community vision.   

b) To integrate important views and vistas of the natural heritage and open space 
system within community design. 

c) To create an urban fabric characterized by a connected street system that is 
responsive to the natural heritage and open space system and existing land 
uses.

d)  To promote building design variety that promotes an active, safe pedestrian 
realm   within the streetscape. 

e) To design street sections that promote a sense of scale and provide for                        
pedestrian comfort. 

f) To promote building forms that address the street and minimize the impact of 
garages and service areas on the streetscape. 

g) To encourage mixed use development along strategic corridors and at 
neighbourhood centres. 

h) To create retail and service commercial development that has a strong 
relationship to streetscapes and major pedestrian ways. 

i) To integrate community and institutional uses at landmark locations. 

j) To promote a variety of housing with diverse architecture. 

k) To create high quality employment areas which are easily accessed by trucks 
and other vehicular traffic, as well as transit, bicycles and pedestrians. 

7.2.3.5  Transportation

a)  To create a system of roads and transportation corridors which promotes the 
safe, efficient circulation of traffic including transit and non-vehicular traffic. 
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b)  To establish an efficient and linked, safe pedestrian movement system 
(cycleways and walkways) along with an appropriate distribution of land uses so 
that residents do not need to rely on the automobile to meet the recreational, 
shopping and commuter needs of daily life. 

c) To establish a transportation system that complements and supports the existing 
and future urban structure and land use pattern. 

d) To promote transit opportunities through community design, including a “transit 
first” policy to ensure that development including the phasing of development, 
proceeds in a manner which will be supportive of the early provision of transit 
services. 

e)  To explore all modes of transportation including the use of HOV lanes, express 
bus lanes and transit rights-of-way on the existing and future road network in 
Oakville, as well as other innovative approaches to transit.   

f) To plan residential development and its road network so that residents are 
predominantly within a 400 metre walking distance of transit services. 

g) To promote both local and higher order transit opportunities through land use 
arrangements, building orientation and streetscape design. 

7.2.3.6  Servicing

a)  To provide for water and wastewater services, together with storm drainage 
works, reflecting the requirements of the various levels of government and  
minimizing their impact on the natural environment.

b) To ensure that the development industry absorbs its share of the cost in the 
provision of the necessary infrastructure.  

7.2.3.7  Cultural Heritage 

a) To encourage, where appropriate and feasible, the incorporation of cultural 
heritage resources, including their adaptive reuse, as part of the development of 
North Oakville East.  


