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March 19, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Town Clerk 
Clerk’s Department 
Town of Oakville 
1225 Trafalgar Road 
Oakville, ON  L6H 0H3 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
  Re: Midtown Oakville and Proposed Official Plan Amendment 
   Your File No.  42.15.39  
 

  We represent Mr. Michael Hohnjec, the owner of 564 Lyons Lane Oakville. This 
property is located within Midtown Oakville and will be greatly affected by the proposed 
Official Plan Amendment (the “OPA”). We therefore write to the Town of Oakville on Mr. 
Hohnjec’s behalf to object to the proposed OPA. 
 

  564 Lyons Lane is a six-unit residence first constructed in 1929. This property is 
currently within the Mid-Town Oakville Urban Growth Centre on the Livable Oakville Plan. 
 

  The proposed OPA will place 564 Lyons Lane within the “Natural Area” 
designation for the Town. This will obviously disallow his current use of the property and make 
any attempt to use or sell the property in the future almost impossible. It will also greatly affect 
the value of the property. As such, Mr. Hohnjec wishes to register his strong objections to the re-
designation of his property and asks that, in the alternative, the property be excluded from the 
“Natural Area” designation, based upon the afore-mentioned history of same.   
 

  We would note that this property is one of only rental properties in the Midtown 
area of Oakville, and particularly one of the only ones to offer low-cost rentals. Its removal will 
affect the stock of housing in the area.  
 



 

 

  A lawyer from our office will attend the March 22, 2021 meeting on behalf of Mr. 
Hohnjec to register his objections. 
 
       Yours very truly  
  

 
       Russell D. Cheeseman 
 
       RDC/saf 
 
cc:  Michael Hohnjec @ michael@mbhassociates.com 
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Town Clerk at the Town of Oakville March 15, 2021 
1225 Trafalgar Road 
Oakville, Ontario 
L6H 0H3 
 

Draft Midtown Oakville OPA 
Monday, March 22, 2020, 6:30 pm 

 
Mayor Burton and Council, 
 
TCRA’s Position Statement 
 
The TCRA supports a vibrant, pedestrian-friendly, cycling-friendly and transit-supportive Midtown 
community.  However, we have some concerns and questions, as well as some priorities we would 
like to put on record. 
 
Pedestrian access to and from Midtown via existing infrastructure: 
The draft document states that, a pedestrian-oriented environment within Midtown will "provide a 
seamless interface between the public and private realms". We completely support this statement.  
However, we are concerned that, absent a pedestrian-oriented seamless interface between this new 
Midtown community and the existing roads that currently surround Midtown, the new community could 
become isolated from the rest of the town.  Our concerns stem from the social consequences in 
Toronto’s Regent Park, which according to some, arose from its isolation from its neighbours. The 
document also states a goal of "improving connections to and through Midtown for public transit, 
pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles". Perhaps that goal, at least in part, covers our concerns, such as: 
• The closest major intersection that pedestrians must navigate (Trafalgar and Cornwall) is already a 

major source of safety concern for pedestrians in the area. 
• The combined sidewalks and cycle path along the Midtown corridor of Cornwall Rd., are narrow 

and very close to high-speed traffic – a problem that becomes even worse on the bridge heading 
west out of Midtown where the cycle path ceases and sidewalks are very narrow. 

• The existing intersection at Cross and Speers Rd. is already very dangerous for pedestrians and 
cyclists to navigate safely and needs to be redesigned. 

• There is a lack of bike lanes on almost all roads leading into Midtown. 
 
These safety concerns will impact the ability of the more than 20,000 residents and employees in 
Midtown, to interact with the rest of Oakville in the same pedestrian-friendly way as within Midtown. It 
is already a problem for residents outside Midtown reaching the transit hub on foot.  
 
This large influx of residents could be a boon to Downtown Oakville businesses, but provisions for 
improving pedestrian access from Midtown to downtown are needed.  In addition to the above 
mentioned safety issues, the night lighting and tree canopy over the sidewalk on Trafalgar Road does 
not create a safe environment for pedestrians.  
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Building Height South of Railway Tracks: 
On Schedule L2 a small area of the Cornwall District west of Trafalgar is shown in the colour that 
indicates a designated building height of 8-20 stories. It was our understanding, consistent with the 
previous documentation, that the highest allowable building heights would be north of the railway 
tracks. Page 3, in Part C of the draft document says that the Midtown plan will "Maintain the character 
of residential areas". Residential areas are closer to midtown on the south side of the tracks and we 
feel that the top end of that height range would not maintain the character of the residential areas to 
the south. The tallest, and only, existing high-rise buildings are 12 and 10 stories. 
 
Built Form at Midtown Perimeters 
We support the suggested built form guidelines in Section 20.5.4 of the draft document, but have 
concerns that podium, step-back and frontage guidelines be strictly adhered to in the case of buildings 
along major roads, such as Trafalgar and Cornwall. Avoiding the appearance of a "wall" around 
midtown, or of Trafalgar Road looking like a "tunnel" between tall structures is of utmost importance. 
 
Schools: 
Nothing in the various schedules/maps shows land use devoted to schools and their related facilities. 
With the number of residents anticipated to be living in Midtown by 2031, we wonder where school-
age residents will be educated. 
 
Tree Canopy and Open Space: 
The draft documents makes references to "public open spaces", "public art", "active parkland", but 
does not seem to address the creation of a tree canopy. We feel this would be particularly important in 
order to be consistent with the lush, thick tree canopy that wraps around midtown on its south, west 
and north/west borders 
 
2031 to 2051: 
This document states that Midtown Oakville be planned to achieve a minimum density target of 200 
(per hectare) residents and jobs combined, by 2031, but the midtown intensification plan is through 
2051. What is the density expected to be by 2051? 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
The Board, Trafalgar Chartwell Residents' Association  
 
 
 
 


