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The City of Surrey’s Bylaws team has seized a
record number of fireworks and issued 8
tickets over the past three weeks. Together with
Surrey RCMP, Bylaw Officers have seized
$345K of illegal fireworks from four locations.

November 10, 2023

Media Release

 – The City of Surrey’s Bylaws team has seized a record number of

fireworks and issued 8 tickets over the past three weeks. Together with Surrey

RCMP, Bylaw Officers have seized $345K of illegal fireworks from four

locations.



“I commend our dedicated Bylaws team for working tirelessly to locate and

seize a record number of illegal fireworks in our City,” said Mayor Brenda

Locke. “This investigative work has surely made our City safer and sends a

strong message that this activity will not be tolerated in Surrey. As with

Halloween, Bylaw Officers will be out during Diwali with extended hours to

respond to community reports and continue their proactive patrols in hot spot

areas.”

Oct. 27 - $100,000 seizure

Nov. 3 - $80,000 seizure

Nov. 6 - $100,000 seizure

Nov. 6 - $60,000 seizure

Nov. 9 - $5,000 seizure

In the City of Surrey, fireworks are not allowed to be sold or discharged

without a valid Fire Department permit Federal Fireworks Operator

Certification. Violating the City’s Firework Bylaws can result in a penalty of up

to $5,000 to a suspension or loss of a business license for businesses found

selling illegal fireworks. Click here (https://www.surrey.ca/about-surrey/surrey-

fire-service/fireworks) to learn more.

Surrey Bylaw Enforcement Officers and police will be enforcing the City’s

Fireworks Bylaw through Halloween to Diwali. Call 604-591-4370 to report

fireworks and firecracker complaints in Surrey.  

9-1-1 should not be used to report fireworks. 9-1-1 is for police, fire and

medical emergencies when immediate action is required: someone’s health,

safety or property is in jeopardy, or a crime is in progress.





https://www.bramptonguardian.com/news/council/brampton-issues-65-illegal-fireworks-fines-during-diwali-as-complaints-soar-

compared-to-2020/article_dcd5b38a-74f3-5011-a838-c99350877579.html

Brampton issues 65 illegal fireworks fines during Diwali as
complaints soar compared to 2020

By Brampton Guardian

The Town of Caledon banned personal use of fireworks. - Metroland file photo

City of Brampton bylaw officers were kept busy during Diwali

festivities responding to hundreds of fireworks complaints and

issuing dozens of fines.
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The city’s bylaw director Paul Morrison said his officers responded to

a total of 426 complaints about fireworks and issued 65 fines.

“We did have quite a volume of calls this past few days. We had 426

in total for the three days involving fireworks for (in) the city),” he

told reporters during a news conference.

ARTICLE CONTINUES BELOW

Diwali, also referred to as the festival lights, is a festival celebrated

by Hindus that began Nov. 4.

Fireworks are a big part of Diwali celebrations, and Diwali is one of

four holidays where short-range fireworks are permitted in

Brampton. Only small fireworks that travel less than three metres or

10 feet are permitted.

According to Morrison, the number of calls to the city about illegal

fireworks skyrocketed this year. In 2017, the bylaw department

received 94 calls relating to fireworks during Diwali and 147 in 2020

— marking a 190 per cent increase compared to last year.

Morrison added the city issued 32 warning in addition to the 65

charges laid for illegally possessing and using fireworks. The fine for

illegal use of fireworks is between $500 to $5,000, according to the

city’s website.



“Warnings are for people for incidents where they’ve bought

fireworks from stores or local vendors and thought they were

legitimate (but) weren’t. We’ve spoken to them (and) they put them

away. So, we would give a warning in those cases,” Morrison said.

Mayor Patrick Brown also weighed-in on the growth in illegal

fireworks use during the news conference Nov. 10.

“I understand that in Brampton Diwali and Bandi Chhor Divas are

very important events, and I do want to find a way in which we can

have that celebration, but where the fireworks are more under

control,” Brown said.

Brown added he plans to bring the idea of a centralized area for

fireworks during Diwali celebrations to council as a possibility to

reduce complaints from the public in future years.

 This article has been updated from a

previous version to specify that Diwali is celebrated by Hindus.

Register to continue reading important local stories that matter to the

community. Registration is free, easy and allows you to post events on our event

calendar and submit stories and letters to the editor. Don’t forget to sign up for

our newsletters to have them sent directly to your inbox.

 

From parking lot to happening spot: The roof of this Brampton parking
garage is now a public event space

What we know and don’t know in the Brady Robertson trial

GF Graeme Frisque is a reporter with the Mississauga News
and Brampton Guardian.
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Municipal staff face “persistent challenges” enforcing fireworks
ban

Caledon banned personal use of fireworks in April 2022

By ZACHARY ROMAN

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Caledon's fireworks ban hasn't started with a bang, according to staff.

At Caledon Council's March 5 General Committee meeting, Town of Caledon municipal law
enforcement analyst Joel Assaly submitted a memorandum to update Councillors on the impact of
Caledon's fireworks ban thus far.

Caledon Councillors voted to adopt a new fireworks bylaw at an April 26, 2022 meeting. The bylaw
bans the personal use of fireworks in Caledon, as well as the sale of fireworks. 

Assaly said in 2022, municipal law enforcement staff used Victoria Day and Canada Day as a grace
period where they warned people that fireworks were no longer allowed but did not issue tickets. He
said the grace period gave staff a chance to educate residents.

When the grace period was over, he said staff responded proactively and reactively to conduct
enforcement on and around holidays that typically result in the discharge of fireworks.

Since Caledon's fireworks ban was implemented, Assaly said 124 complaints have been received by
municipal law enforcement staff: 67 in 2022 and 57 in 2023.

These complaints have resulted in 42 issued charges and four investigations into the sale of fireworks.

Assaly said despite allocation of resources to deal with the fireworks ban and a phased approach to its
implementation, there's been enforcement difficulties and safety concerns. He called the decrease of
complaints from 67 to 57 marginal, and said “persistent challenges” have emerged. 

One such challenge is resistance and non-compliance from the public. 

“Despite education and awareness efforts during the grace period, there continues to be a

persistent portion of the population which continues to discharge fireworks,” reads the memorandum. 

Another challenge is difficulty enforcing the fireworks bylaw at large gatherings, which has also led to
safety concerns for bylaw officers. 

“The safety of municipal law enforcement officers is a paramount concern, especially in instances
where large groups are involved in the unauthorized discharge of fireworks,” reads the memorandum.
“Officers have expressed credible safety concerns when intervening in situations involving significant
numbers of people engaging in prohibited activities.”

Assaly said significant resources are needed to enforce the fireworks ban on major holidays like Canada
Day and Diwali.

Due to the challenges outlined in his memorandum, Assaly said there's a need for ongoing public
education about the fireworks ban. He said Caledon needs to implement a targeted communications
strategy with awareness campaigns running both online and in-person at community events.



He said the communications strategy needs to provide accessible information that stresses the
importance of safety.

“Regular updates on enforcement progress and continuous evaluation of the communication strategy
will contribute to building a culture of compliance and safety within the community,” reads the
memorandum.

Assaly said Caledon's municipal law enforcement staff will continue to enforce the fireworks ban. 

He said in addition to the communications strategy, Caledon needs to optimize resources for key events
and develop a strategic plan for managing large events where managing illegal fireworks discharge is
challenging.
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Permitting system for private fireworks shot
down by city council

Richard Vivian
Oct 30, 2024 7:45 AM

GuelphToday file photo of fireworks.



: This article initially stated the designated holidays that fireworks are allowed was expanded

to include New Year's Eve and the Lunar New Year. However, that motion was withdrawn and not voted

upon. The existing bylaw allows for individual event requests to be made to the fire chief.

Changes are on the way for the city’s fireworks bylaw, but not to the extent proposed by city staff. 

Creation of a permitting system for private fireworks displays was defeated in a 7-6 vote, though several

tweaks to the existing bylaw were approved. Many of the specifics won’t be known for several months,

when city staff return with a “final” bylaw for council’s consideration.

The council-approved amendments including potentially higher fines for bylaw violators, set minimum

distances from schools, nursing homes, care facilities and other “vulnerable occupancies," and the

removal of permission to set off fireworks a day before Canada Day and Victoria Day.

“In trying to address the status quo, does it mean that we have to swing the pendulum so far to be over

regulation and making it so onerous on what I believe is actually not a very big issue in our city,” said

Mayor Cam Guthrie, who voted down the staff-proposed permitting system alongside councillors Dan

Gibson, Christine Billings, Carly Klassen, Dominique O’Rourke, Michele Richardson and Ken Yee Chew.

Earlier in the month, when council met as the committee of the whole, it endorsed the proposed new

bylaw, which would have seen a permit required in order to set off personal fireworks. In order to get a

permit, there would be required minimum distances from residences and vulnerable occupancies such

as nursing homes and care facilities, a licensed display supervisor would have been needed to set them

off, an animal safety plan would be needed and liability insurance must be in place.

The proposed permit fee was $208, including a safety inspection.

However, council heard Tuesday the other proposed requirements would have jacked up the cost to the

point of making it prohibitive.
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“For an individual to obtain that licence, it takes a lot of time and money,” said Priyam Vyas, who pegged

the cost at about $10,000 for a single celebration. 

“This is going to hurt the community a lot,” added Paresh Soni, executive director of Hindu Legacy in

London, Ontario, noting Diwali is an 800-year-old tradition. “This is actually a very important thing.”

“It’s been proven that having effective education is a much better solution (than a ban),” stated Sarah

Rosenberg of fireworks company EG Canada Inc. “I truly don’t believe we should ban things due to a

small percentage of people who abuse their usage. Today it’s fireworks, what’s next – candles? alcohol?”

Though council heard from several people who urged it not to approve the proposed bylaw, it heard

from others in support of the proposal.

The noise from fireworks can cause “intense fear and stress” in both pets and wildlife, explained Lisa

Veit, executive director of the Guelph Humane Society, who spoke in support of the staff proposal. 

“There’s considerable evidence that fireworks cause many animals to become so frightened that they

run from otherwise familiar environments and people, and, sadly, become lost or (find themselves) in

life-threatening situations such as the risk of being hit by a car.”

Delegates on both sides of the issue called for enhanced public education regarding the safe use of

fireworks, including the appropriate days, times and locations.

“I’m very concerned that we haven’t made things better,” said Coun. Rodrigo Goller, who suggested

council has taken a “piecemeal approach” to revising the bylaw.

No additional public consultation or other input will be taken or considered, explained deputy CAO

Colleen Clack-bush. The revised bylaw, as prepared by city staff following council’s direction, will be

included on a future council agenda for potential approval, but delegates and further public input won’t

be allowed.

Until that agenda’s public release – bylaws are included on updated agendas released the Friday prior to

a council meeting – Guelph residents won’t know what separation distances, changes to the hours of

use or the level of fine for violators are proposed.

City staff launched a review of the fireworks bylaw earlier this year following direction from city council.

As a result two community engagement meetings were held – one virtually and another in-person – as

well as an online survey that saw 1,327 participants.

“The engagement results show 65 per cent of respondents noted that they were unsupportive or very

unsupportive of unregulated public and private fireworks. Similarly, 55 per cent of respondents

indicated they were supportive to very supportive of a firework ban,” explains a staff report to council.

“The permit-only option received noticeably more support 34 per cent were supportive to very



Comments (7)

supportive) compared to the current practice of unregulated private fireworks displays (25 per cent

were supportive to very supportive).”

A feedback booth was also set up during the Guelph Multicultural Festival, and staff spoke with

representatives of Guelph Sikh Society, Guelph Humane Society, Guelph Chinese Canadian Cultural

Group, Guelph Youth Council and local police.

If you would like to apply to become a  Verified Commenter, please fill out this form.
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Fireworks, explosives, bear spray seized from
B.C. youth on Halloween: RCMP
Black Press Media Staff
Nov 1, 2024 3:48 PM

Squamish RCMP say a "mob mentality took over" on Halloween night as officers seized fireworks, explosive

devices and bear spray from a group of teens. 

Mounties are now investigating after about 100 youth were setting off illegal fireworks, lighting fires and

causing mischief in the Garibaldi Highlands neighbour, police said in a release Friday (Nov. 1).

Squamish RCMP say a "mob mentality took over" on Halloween night 2024 as officers seized fireworks, explosive devices and bear spray
from a group of teens. | (Squamish RCMP/handout)



RCMP say a number of the youth were allegedly "physically and verbally aggressive" toward officers and

fireworks were directed and set off toward police and their vehicles. 

Some of the youth were also allegedly in possession of bear spray, bear bangers and improvised explosive

devices. Some of the youth were also allegedly wearing balaclavas. 

There were reports of loud explosions in the area, which Squamish RCMP believe was a result of

the improvised explosive devices.

"This is not a case of kids being kids. The group or mob mentality took over and the lack of regard for any

direction or guidance to leave the area were largely ignored," said Squamish RCMP Staff Sgt. Gareth Bradley.

"This is a very concerning trend and it is out of pure luck that no one was hurt from the explosive devices."

Several of the youth were arrested and later released into the care of their guardians. No charges have been

laid, but police say the investigation is ongoing. 

Squamish RCMP deployed additional resources to the Garibaldi Highlands community on Thursday "in

anticipation of increased call volume" after receiving a high number of calls last year for fireworks being shot

at people, homes and vehicles. 
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Surrey increases fines for fireworks
violations
The minimum penalty for fireworks violations will increase to $400 from $100
and the maximum penalty to $50,000 from $5,000.

If you use illegal fireworks and firecrackers in Surrey

this Halloween, you’re in for a fright.



City council voted Monday to approve significant

increases to fines related to the sale and use of fireworks

before Halloween and Diwali celebrations.

Key changes include increasing the minimum penalty

for fireworks violations to $400 from $100 and the

maximum penalty to $50,000 from $5,000.

In a statement Tuesday, Surrey Mayor Brenda Locke

said there has been a surge in complaints related to

fireworks.

Sunrise
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“The illegal use of fireworks poses severe risks, including

potential injuries, property damage and distress to

animals. Council has taken this step to significantly

increase fines in order to deter the illegal use of
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fireworks and to ensure the safety of our residents,” she

said.

In Surrey, the discharge of fireworks requires federal

certification and permits from the Surrey Fire Service.

To apply for a fireworks or pyrotechnics permit visit

surrey.ca.

Last year, Port Moody voted to ban all firework sales

and require permits for any use of fireworks. Burnaby

and Vancouver have also banned the sale of fireworks

and require permits for use. Similar bans exist in

Coquitlam, Richmond, Maple Ridge, Pitt Meadows and

Abbotsford.
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A City of Surrey Bylaws investigation has led
to the seizure of $100K of fireworks from a
single retail location ahead of Halloween.

October 30, 2023

Media Release

 – A City of Surrey Bylaws investigation has led to the seizure of

$100K of fireworks from a single retail location ahead of Halloween. Bylaw

Officers conducted online and social media searches for sellers of fireworks in

Surrey and identified a retail location allegedly selling fireworks. Officers

attended the business and observed several shelves full of fireworks. RCMP

seized the fireworks and municipal tickets were issued to the owner as well as

two employees.



“I would like to commend our dedicated Bylaw Officers for innovatively

targeting illegal fireworks vendors in the City of Surrey,” said Mayor Brenda

Locke. “It took four pick-up trucks and a minivan to transport the illegal items

found at this single location. A seizure of this size will surely reduce injuries

related to the use of fireworks and firecrackers, as well as alleviate the

nuisance noise complaints. To help everyone have a safe and happy

Halloween, Surrey Bylaws will be out tomorrow night to enforce Surrey’s

Fireworks Bylaws.”

In the City of Surrey, fireworks are not allowed to be sold or discharged

without a valid Fire Department permit Federal Fireworks Operator

Certification. Violating the City’s Fireworks Bylaws can result in a penalty of up

to $5,000 to a suspension or loss of a business license for businesses found

selling illegal fireworks. Click here (https://www.surrey.ca/about-surrey/surrey-

fire-service/fireworks) to learn more.

Surrey Bylaw Enforcement Officers and police will be enforcing the City’s

Fireworks Bylaws through Halloween to Diwali. Call 604-591-4370 to report

fireworks and firecracker complaints in Surrey.  

9-1-1 should not be used to report fireworks. 9-1-1 is for police, fire and

medical emergencies when immediate action is required: someone’s health,

safety or property is in jeopardy, or a crime is in progress.



Surrey bylaw officers seize $80,000 worth of illegal
fireworks

By  •  Global News
Posted November 6, 2023 11:43 pm  1 min read

Despite the sale and use of fireworks being banned for the last three years, Vancouver police and firefighters still responded
to several fireworks-related incidents Halloween night. Angela Jung reports – Nov 1, 2023
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Bylaw officers in Surrey, B.C. say they’ve sized another $80,000 worth of illicit
fireworks.

City officials believe the haul came from the same owner as $100,000 worth
of pyrotechnics they seized the week before Halloween.

According to the city, bylaw officers posing as customers made an
appointment to buy the fireworks at a property that appeared to be an
abandoned house.

Trending Now

When they arrived, the officers spotted a “large accumulation” of fireworks
from the doorsteps, then told the sellers they were under investigation for
illegally dealing the product.
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Bylaw officers seized the fireworks and issued two tickets.

Surrey outlawed consumer fireworks in 2005, and breaking the city’s bylaw
can result in a $5,000 fine.
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'Do the right thing,' and forget fireworks, says
Chilliwack mayor

Jennifer Feinberg
Oct 25, 2024 2:49 PM

As Halloween approaches you might see fireworks on sale locally but setting them off in Chilliwack is still

illegal.

Display fireworks at the 2015 Canada Day celebration in Chilliwack have now been replaced by an LED drone light show. (Cory Carruthers
photo)



City of Chilliwack put out a reminder on their socials this week to say that both the sale and purchase of

fireworks and firecrackers is still prohibited.

They increased the fines a few years ago and added the threat of confiscation to the bylaw.

"It's disappointing there are some retailers in Chilliwack who are still continuing to do this," said Mayor Ken

Popoove. "Some might see me as the 'no fun' mayor for it, but that ship has sailed."

Fireworks are known to damage property, injure people, spook livestock and pets, and start fires.

It's not just Halloween, the "possession and discharge of consumer fireworks and firecrackers" is prohibited

at all times in Chilliwack.

Large display fireworks can only be discharged by professionals with a permit.

"I know we can't stop it but we can ask people to do the right thing," Popove said. "It's not cool for pets. It's not

cool for livestock."

Fireworks that are illegally discharged can "pose a huge public safety risk, as they can endanger the

individuals discharging the fireworks, bystanders, and surrounding property and infrastructure," the city notice

said.
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City officials beefed up the fines to $500 for anyone caught by bylaw enforcement officers or RCMP while in

possession of fireworks.

But the mayor said they'd have to employ 500 bylaw officers to be everywhere at once when the devices are

set off in various parts of town to hand out fines effectively.

City of Chilliwack decided last summer to try out a drone light show performance for Canada Day, swapping

out the professional fireworks for a new type of show.

"It went over well," Popove said. "The drone show is booked come back next year as well."

It's has reached the point that fireworks are considered by many in the community to be a nuisance, the

mayor concluded, as they are loud and disruptive to humans and pets.

"People just need do the right thing."

For firework and firecracker complaints in Chilliwack, call City of Chilliwack bylaw enforcement at 604-793-

2908 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or afterhours, call the RCMP non-emergency line at 604-792-4611. Do not call 911

unless it is an actual emergency.
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Halloween and Diwali celebrations.

“The increase in fines is in response to the significant surge in complaints related to fireworks leading up

to Halloween and Diwali,” said Mayor Brenda Locke in a news release. “The illegal use of fireworks poses

severe risks, including potential injuries, property damage, and distress to animals. Council has taken

this step to significantly increase fines in order to deter the illegal use of fireworks and to ensure the

safety of our residents.”

In Surrey, the discharge of fireworks requires federal certification and permits from the Surrey Fire

Service.

Under the current Surrey regulations, fines for fireworks violations have been relatively low, with

maximums reaching $500, the city notes.

The city is proposing substantial amendments to the Fireworks Bylaw, Bylaw Enforcement Notice (BEN)

Bylaw, and Municipal Ticket Information (MTI) Bylaw.

Those changes include increasing the minimum penalty for fireworks violations from $100 to $400 and

the maximum penalty from $5,000 to $50,000, raising the maximum MTI fine for violations of the

Fireworks Bylaw to $1,000, which is to facilitate more rigorous enforcement, as well as increased

penalties under the BEN Bylaw to ensure better compliance and community safety.

Meanwhile, Delta council recently gave final approval for bylaw amendments aimed at having tougher

new city penalties on using fireworks without permission.

Advertisement

Although Delta 18 years ago banned the use of fireworks, except with a fireworks permit issued by the

fire department, the community continues to experience illegal fireworks use.

A staff report notes that almost all firework usage in Delta is illegal as the city only issued five fireworks

permits in 2023, but last year issued 24 bylaw offence notices for bylaw contraventions.



Reader Feedback (2)

The bylaw updates include prohibiting the discharge within 500 metres of livestock properties, while the

fines for all illegal firework activity will be increased to $500.

The bylaw updates will not solve all fireworks problems, but in the absence of a broader provincial or

federal framework, they are the only tools available, the report notes.

Delta staff are also preparing a memo for council outlining the enforcement plan for Halloween/Diwali

and other significant firework days and events.

A City of Delta motion on fireworks was endorsed at last month’s Union of BC Municipalities convention,

requesting the province work with local governments to amend the BC Fireworks Act and concurrently

work with the federal government to address the online sale of fireworks.

Delta staff found significant differences in how local governments in B.C. are regulating the sale and use

of fireworks within their communities. Where no local bylaw exists, the provincial Fireworks Act applies.,

resulting in discrepancies.
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Documents reveal details of Surrey
fireworks busts
Bob Mackin
Dec 26, 2023 3:00 PM

Planning to start the new year with a bang in Surrey? You might want to think twice.  

Heavily censored incident reports and photographs, obtained under the freedom of information law,

include details of coordinated fireworks seizures by civic bylaw enforcement officers and RCMP

1 / 3  Photographs from a fully stocked clandestine fireworks store in Surrey, busted Oct. 27 by bylaw officers and
police constables. | City of Surrey



constables from underground retailers and buyers without permits. 

Surrey Mayor Brenda Locke boasted last month that staff and cops seized $345,000 worth of fireworks

from four locations during the Halloween and Diwali period in late October and early November. They

also attended 269 discharge locations and issued 23 fines. 

The sale and discharge of fireworks, without a fire department permit and federal fireworks operator

certificate, is punishable in Surrey with fines up to $5,000. Incident reports state Surrey did not issue

any permit in 2023. 

In one Oct. 31 case, bylaw officer Tyler Lunn “observed that a propane torch, connected via a hose, to a

100-lb tank was being used to light the fireworks. The propane tank was located just inside the garage

of the building on the property.” 

A Nov. 1 file said bylaw officer Kevin Yip “observed a large display of fireworks being discharged from a

wheelbarrow and from an area beside a wheelbarrow” into the air and into traffic.  

Yip “could hear laughter as they were being shot onto the street area” and witnessed people return to

twice to relight fireworks in the wheelbarrow.   

“The officer remained on scene for approximately 10 minutes and had his amber lights flashing while

gathering evidence. The group on the property continued to discharge fireworks into the air and

towards the officer’s vehicle as well as traffic,” said the incident report. 

Officers seized $80,000 of fireworks from a clandestine store set up in an abandoned house during a

Nov. 3 inspection. 

Bylaw officer Jaspreet Kandola found a Google ad for fireworks for sale and posed as a customer in

order to receive the address by text message from the proprietor.

The seller arrived at the location late, driving a grey Tesla with B.C. licence plates, with multiple

fireworks boxes in the back seat. The interior of the house “was down to the studs,” but a room was

filled with packed shelves of fireworks, and a cash register on a table. A photograph also shows a PIN

pad for credit and debit transactions. 

Prices varied, from $70 to $90 per package for the family pack. The officer said she would buy six

packages and then advised the seller she was with Surrey bylaw enforcement.

“RCMP went into the property and confirmed the house was full of firework packages and the property

was unoccupied,” said the incident report. “RCMP seized all of the fireworks from the house.”

Constables and bylaw officers delivered the fireworks to the RCMP main detachment bay garage for

destruction. 
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Another officer similarly obtained the address for another store via text message. Two officers, Taranjit

Bains and another only identified as Maghera, and two constables, identified only as Carozza and

Gibson, entered the store on Oct. 27 during a bust of fireworks valued at $100,000.

“Const. Gibson asked the employees if they were the owners and they said no. Employees said they will

call the business owner to attend. Meanwhile, Const. Gibson asked the employees to stand outside

while all the fireworks are being seized,” said the incident report. 

An additional pair of constables arrived and Maghera asked for more bylaw officers to join in the

removal of the fireworks for delivery to the main RCMP detachment for destruction. 

The apparent business owner arrived and said “they do not sell directly from the store but store the

items so when costumers buy online, it is easier for shipping.”

The owner and two employees were given fine notices. 

Photographs shot at the scene show a hand printed sign offering free sparklers to customers who post

reviews to Google Maps. Price tags on shelves contained the logo for the Pyro Bob’s chain and products

included names like Wake the Neighbours, The Two-Four and Kerfuffle.

Among the seized boxes were several labelled as explosives and marked with the name of Abbotsford

distributor Mystical Fireworks, which sources fireworks from China and Cambodia.

In an additional Nov. 4 report, Bains and Kandola attended the subject address. Bains knocked on the

front and rear doors, but nobody answered. They walked back to their work vehicle and observed

movement in a black Kia SUV. 

Bains approached the vehicle to find a person in the front seat, which was pushed all the way down.

Bains requested identification and re-served the municipal violation tickets. The Oct. 27 originals were

cancelled due to an error in the address.
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