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OAKVILLE PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

TOWN OF OAKVILLE 

SCHEDULE A   270 ROBINSON 

REASONS FOR VARIANCES 

 

LOT COVERAGE 

The proposed residences result in a total lot coverage of _57.23%  whereas 

the bylaw only permits  no limits on coverage for the lot unless it is a semi 

detached house in which case the coverage is limited to 35%. 

In this case the lot coverage is calculated as a percentage of the entire double 

lot  and compared to this total area and includes area of both houses. 

There are many homes townhouses and  multi unit buildings along this 

transitional street that exceed this allowable coverage including the new three 

storey multiunit  building being built immediately east of the proposed 

development. 

The lot coverage is therefore not out of character and  the home itself 

accounts for a coverage of 42.25%  and the covered porches and the carport  

cause the rest of the coverage issue on the site. 

The design also carefully implements  stepping back of the home as it goes 

from one storey to three storeys and thus this reduces any visual impact 

related to coverage  mass and scale on the site. 

SIDE YARD SETBACK EAST SIDE 

The existing carport  AT 270 Robinson  was approved for a minor variance of 

0.05 and thus in our opinion is a legal non conforming previously approved  

setback . The Building department considers the extent of renovation to 

e0ectively be a new building and has there for asked that this side yard 

setback be approved. 



The rest of the east side complies for the most part to the 1.2M required side 

yard other than the small triangle of the building that relates to the building 

not being parallel to the side lot line 

For the individual lot the west  side yard is 0.00 as it is a demising wall 

situation   

SIDE YARD SETBACK WEST SIDE 

Similar to the east side yard due to the angular location of the home there is a 

very small wedge of the proposed building that does not comply and thus we 

have asked for a side yard setback of 0.96 M whereas the bylaw requires 1.2M. 

The west side of 270 however is a demising wall and thus the setback is 0.0M 

It is our opinion that this request is minor and has no visual impact on the 

street or neighbours in fact the side yard at the street is much larger and 

results due to our intent to protect the heritage house. 

FRONT YARD SETBACK 

Like the carport the existing house has an existing front yard setback of 4.01M  

to the exiting covered porch. We are removing this covered porch and 

replacing it with a wider one that would have been more representative of the 

original house and this results in the setback being reduced by only 3.95 M to 

a setback of   and again this is technical as it e0ectively already exists but 

building is considering the whole home to be a new structure. 

This is interesting as heritage considers it a renovation due to our e0orts to 

save the existing house or a portion of it 

REAR YARD SETBACK 

The proposed rear yard setback  for this portion of the semi detached unit is  

6.27M on one side and the east side is 6.43M whereas the bylaw requires 

7.5M. This setback only relates to a one storey covered porch and thus has no 

impact on neighbours . The lot is also well treed and tree planting will be 

increased for privacy. We have provided the largest possible setback adjacent 

to the only home abutting the lot and thus there is little impact  



The need for the covered porch is in fact related to providing outdoor privacy 

due to the overview form the new condo building being built next door to the 

east. 

 

PARKING SPACE SIZE 

Due to the existing carport and the existing house   the parking space sizes are 

slightly under the required sizes and there is no way of adjusting these. In fact 

the  front yards have been used for parking of two cars for many many years so 

this is more or less a technical variance 

The one in the carport is related to the need for side door and stairs in this 

location and thus the space length does not comply but a car can still be 

parked easily in this space. 

CONCLUSIONS AND OPINION 

It is therefore my position  that each of the variances is minor  and meets the 

intent of the o0icial plan and the bylaw  and that there are no undesirable 

impacts as a result of these variances. 

In fact the outcome is the character of the street has been maintained  due to 

the preservation of both sides of this semi detached unit. 

Heritage department has reviewed these designs and is very happy to provide 

their approval from sta0 as a full heritage application is not required on this 

site as the house is only listed and not designated and was not on the list of 

desired houses to be designated.  In fact the house could be torn down totally 

and replaced with a higher full three storey structure  that meets the bylaw 

and the impact on scale and mass and character of the street would be much 

greater. 

 

 

Yours Truly 

William R Hicks  
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