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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
APRIL 22, 2024

MIDTOWN PROPOSED OFFICAL PLAN AMENDMENT

IMPACT OF STRONG MAYOR
POWERS ON MIDTOWN OPA

The “strong mayor”
plan hands

one person

too much power.

d counciLLors E
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Strong mayor powers offer tools to help heads of council
cut red tape and speed up the delivery of key shared
municipal-provincial priorities such as housing, transit and
infrastructure in their municipalities.




Creating committees of council, assigning their functions and appointing the
chairs and vice-chairs of committees of council

Proposing the municipal budget, which would be subject to council amendments
and a separate head of council veto and council override process

Vetoing certain by-laws if the head of council is of the opinion that all or part of

the by-law could potentially interfere with a provincial priority

Bringing forward matters for council consideration if the head of council is of the
opinion that considering the matter could potentially advance a provincial priority
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RESULT: The majority of counsel which would be 8 members
could vote against the Midtown Official Plan Amendment, but
Mayor Burton could veto this, and that veto would stick unless 10
members (2/3) disagreed with the veto.
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Council, including Burton, voted unanimously to oppose the province’s
Strong Mayors legislation.

Burton made his thoughts clear on strong mayor powers back at a
meeting on Jan. 30, 2023 when he joined Town Council in a unanimous

vote on a motion to oppose the legislation that was then granted to the
mayor of the cities of Toronto and Ottawa.




violation of democratic principles

E : ceee '_ . - - - Sacrificing local democracy to shift political responsibility for the housing
. crisis to mayors sets a dangerous precedent.

by Zack Taylor, Martin Horak
December 16, 2022

‘Affront to democracy’; Strong mayor
powers abandon principle of majority
rule

Kim Arnott
Jun 19,2023 9:00 AM
Updated Jun 19, 2023 9:23 AM

Oakville mayor and council say province can keep Strong Mayor Powers

CHMKVACEE By David Lea Oakville Beaver
e Beaver. A Tuesday, February 21,2023 @ 2 min to read

‘Not democracy’: Strong-mayor powers now in effect in
Oakville

Mayor vague about his intended use of
strong mayor powers @k

. e Beaver‘ Monday, July 17,2023 & 2 min to read
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As for new strong powers, Oakville mayor says ‘there’s no | in
team’

Oakville | Halton | Latest News | Politics

By Gene Pereira
Published June 19, 2023 at 1:27 pm



one vote for every head. It’'s weighted.”

_ Councillor Elgar The new powers are an affront to democracy that

take away the rights of the community to have their

i b e oo acs o [ Ll s o ot (o e e [0 representatives stand up for their values and

15 council members to decide on a budget or expectations.” — Councillor Knoll

land use plan for the town.” — Councillor _ _
Haslett-Theall “It’'s great news our Council voted unanimously

against this anti-democratic move...Our mayor was
extremely vocal against it.” — Councillor O’Meara
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“That’s why | continue to say | cannot imagine ever needing to use strong mayor voting and
veto powers.” September 2023 State of the Town Address

“There is no ‘I’ in team and there’s no possible way we can enjoy the successions and
accomplishments in Oakville and Halton that we have achieved without approaching our work

as ‘Team Oakville,”” he said. “Our strong councils have done a lot for an officially weak council,
weak mayor system.” InHalton —June 19, 2023
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« Mayor Burton to not use his Strong Mayor Powers should the opportunity arise to
receive or accept the proposed OPA, which would be consistent with the precedent set

to date of not using these powers.

Do not allow one individual to decide the fate of Midtown and ultimately the fate of

Oakville’s future.
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Toronto

4 Ontario municipalities turn down strong mayor
powers

Some mayors concerned about provincial housing targets attached to new powers

Allison Jones - The Canadian Press - Posted: Nov 10, 2023 12:13 PM EST | Last Updated: November 10, 2023




Oakville Community Association

Sincerely,

OCA Board of Directors



